
Bonus Projects
Can’t get enough of papercrafting 

with washi tape? Included here you’ll 
find an additional four step-by-step 

projects to explore.



WRITE 
From decorating office 

supplies to making your 
own cards, writing with 
washi tape is a skill you 

can use for so many things. 
Learn four different ways 
to write with washi while 

creating personalized 
stationery, packaging,  

and posters.



One-of-a-kind birthday cards are a quick 
project with washi tape on your side. Cut 
out a cheerful message or try making a 
cute picture out of a few colorful strips.



SAY ANYTHING  
NOTEBOOKS
Blank notebooks are way more fun when you personalize 

them with washi tape. Add some modern flair with easy-

going, hand-cut tape text. Since you will be working with 

small pieces of tape, it’s a good idea to skip cutting out the 

enclosed sections of letters—this adds to the modern-casual 

feel. Mix and match your favorite colors or stick with a single 

color. Once you’ve mastered the art of freehand tape text, 

you can add washi messages to handmade cards, gifts, and 

papercrafts.

TOOLS & MATERIALS
• Washi tape
• Wax or parchment paper
• Scissors
• Blank notebook



S T E P  4
Arrange the letters on the front of the notebook to deter-
mine the positioning. Then carefully peel off the paper 
backings and stick the letters to the notebook. Start with 
the middle letter to help keep the spacing consistent!

S T E P  2
Cut the strips into pieces approximately ¾" to 1" long. 

S T E P  3
Use scissors to cut out the letters.

S T E P  1
Apply strips of tape to a piece of wax or parchment paper.

S AY  A NYT H I N G  S A M P L E R

If you’ll be doing lots of writing with washi tape, it 
might be a good idea to create your own alphabet 
sampler or style guide. It’s also great practice! Cut 
letters from A–Z and attach to a sheet of card stock 
or the inside of a notebook. Refer to your washi 
tape sampler when crafting messages.



SAY-IT-WITH-  
SCRIPT CARDS
One of my favorite tricks is transforming washi tape into fancy 

cursive stickers. Make it even more personal by creating tape 

text with your own unique handwriting. I love this technique 

for crafting one-of-a-kind cards, but it can also be used to 

make wall art, decorate stationery, or personalize gifts. 

TOOLS & MATERIALS
• Blank card
• Paper
• Pencil
• Ruler (optional)
• Marker
• Wax or parchment paper
• Washi tape
• Scissors
• Craft knife



S T E P  1
On a blank piece of paper, draw a box the same size as the card you will be using. You can trace the card or use a ruler to 
measure it. If desired, use a ruler to add guidelines; these will help keep letter heights consistent.

S T E P  3
Turn the paper over, and trace the outline of the text onto 
the back of the paper with a dark marker, creating a mirror 
image. Then trace the mirrored text onto a piece of wax or 
parchment paper.

S T E P  2
Write the desired text on the paper, making sure each 
letter connects to the next. Chunky text is easier to work 
with than fine lettering for this technique.



S T E P  4
Flip the parchment paper over and cover the text with strips of washi tape. Start at the bottom and work upwards, 
ensuring that each strip slightly overlaps the one before it.

S T E P  5
Once text is completely covered with tape, turn it over and 
cut along the traced outline. You can use scissors or a craft 
knife to cut along the outside edges, but you should use a 
craft knife to carefully cut out any enclosed sections.



S T E P  6
Finally, apply the script sticker to the front of the blank card. Determine the desired position, and then slowly and care-
fully remove the paper backing and apply. I find it easiest to apply one letter at a time, tearing off small pieces of backing 
paper as I go.

S K I P  S O M E  S T E P S

Don’t love your handwriting or need a 
speedier solution? Use the template at 
the end for the greeting phrases shown 
here. Just trace, tape, and cut. Or create 
your own custom words and phrases 
using your favorite font. Type the text, 
print out a mirror copy, and start from 
step 4.



MINI MOTIVATIONAL 
POSTERS
Need a graphic boost in your workspace? Standard 

motivational posters can be a bit cheesy (and BIG!), so why 

not make your own? Gorgeous photos and simple washi tape 

text combine into striking prints that are right at home above 

your desk or on a mood board. For images, try searching in 

vintage travel books or magazines. These mini posters are 

also perfect for commemorating words and goals you want 

to focus on through the year. 

TOOLS & MATERIALS
• Old magazines or books
• Backing paper
• Marker
• Washi tape
• Scissors
• Craft knife



S T E P  1
Find images you love, and carefully remove them from 
books or magazines at the binding. Try scoring with a craft 
knife first to prevent tears.

S T E P  2
Select some motivational words, and type them on a computer. Then print a mirror copy, and trace the outline of the 
letters on the backside of your backing paper.



S T E P  4
Carefully cut out the letters. Scissors work well for exterior 
edges, but you will likely need a craft knife for cutting out 
enclosed sections of letters.

S T E P  3
Cover the text with washi tape. Apply one long strip 
along the bottom edge of the text, with a second strip 
that slightly overlaps the first. Match up patterns where 
possible.



A R T I S T ’S  T I P

Always arrange your letters on the image and play with layout and spacing before 
removing the backing paper. To achieve even spacing, I find it helps to apply the 
center letter first and work outward.

S T E P  5
Peel the backing paper off the letters, and stick them to the image. You can apply text in a straight line across the center 
of the picture or allow it to follow natural lines in the image. 



QUICK & QUIRKY  
PAPER BAGS
This project is a play on the classic brown lunch bag. Reusable 

lunch bags may be the standard nowadays (and for good 

reason), but that’s no reason not to have a little fun with 

washi tape and brown paper bags. Write a sweet or quirky 

note on the outside of the bag with slim washi tape letters. 

Then package treats (or lunch) for friends and loved ones. Slim 

washi tape makes a great addition to your tape collection—

it’s especially fabulous for casual lettering and sleek stripes.

TOOLS & MATERIALS
• Washi tape
• Scissors
• Brown paper bags



S T E P  1
Determine your message—short and sweet is best for 
standard bags. Build your first letterform, overlapping slim 
strips of tape. Start your letters approximately 31/2" – 4" 
from the top edge of the bag.

S T E P  2
Continue adding letters to spell out the message. If desired, 
alternate colors or patterns. Try to keep the text centered 
and evenly spaced. I find it helpful to place the centermost 
letter first and build outward.

S T E P  3
If desired, embellish your bag with decorative tape ele-
ments like stripes, dots, or torn strips. Fill the bag, and fold 
the top edge over to seal with washi tape.

A R T I S T ’S  T I P

Want to write a message but don’t have time to 
fuss with sizing and alignment? Use torn pieces 
of tape instead of cut strips to form letters, and 
craft your message in no time! When writing 
with tape in this manner, I like to apply the 
tape to the surface, and then tear. This ensures 
more accurate strip lengths.




